
The General Insurance track to Fellowship

It’s time for a fresh 
perspective on 
general insurance 
actuarial education



It’s all connected

General insurance (property-casualty) is more complex than ever. From cyber 
security to natural catastrophes, morbidity and mortality changes and beyond, risk 
is increasingly global and interconnected. There’s a growing need for highly skilled 
actuaries who can understand these rich connections and approach risk from a 
global, multidisciplinary perspective.

As the world’s largest professional actuarial society, with expertise and experience 
across every practice area, the Society of Actuaries (SOA) offers a unique take on  
general insurance education. One that provides actuaries with the fresh perspective 
and advanced predictive analytics skills that make them immediate assets to their 
employers—empowering them to drive better business decisions around the globe.

What makes our general insurance education—and  
the actuaries we educate—exceptional? 



Global Perspective

With a more complex and connected world,  
risk is more global than ever

Covers internationally 
focused topics, including 
standards of practice from 
many countries

Prepares actuaries to  
address increasingly  
volatile global events  
and markets with an 
emphasis on global risk 
and the global regulatory 
environment

Fosters an in-depth  
understanding of the range  
of global actuarial practice

That’s why  
our General  
Insurance  
specialty 
track—
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Financial  
Economics
Module

Financial and  
Regulatory
Environment Exam 
(5 hours)

Enterprise Risk 
Management 
Module (may be  
taken at any time)

THE CURRICULUM

 EXAMS

Applications  
of Statistical  
Techniques  
Module

Advanced Topics in  
General Insurance Exam  
(2 hours)
or Enterprise Risk  
Management Exam  
(4 hours)

Ratemaking and 
Reserving Exam  
(5 hours)

Introduction to  
General Insurance 
Exam (1.5 hours)

 MODULES

THE STANDARDS
Strict pass requirements for all tracks
• 35-55% pass rates on our exams are typical
• Fellowship requires an average of 1,700 hours of study  

and examination* 
• Candidates must demonstrate a deep and lasting grasp  

of the material studied
 *Post preliminary examinations and Validation by Educational Experience (VEE)

Highly trained exam writers 
• Question writing training aimed at achieving higher  

cognitive levels 
• In-person training to ensure that question writers  

understand the SOA’s objectives and how to achieve them
• Group review of questions
• Final review by education committee and independent 

observer

Stringent grading standards
• Thorough double-review of all papers near the pass 

mark, with two graders independently evaluating  
candidates’ answers 

• State-of-the-art plagiarism identification software

THE EXPERTS

Developed by property-casualty  
actuaries and educators with  
decades of practical experience 

Senior actuaries with: 
• Hundreds of years of property-

casualty actuarial experience
• Years of experience signing 

statutory statements of actuarial 
opinion for property-casualty 
insurance companies 

• Decades of property-casualty 
actuarial exam committee 
experience

Cross-disciplinary research—with topics 
ranging from risk management to financial 
reporting to pension funding all falling under 
the SOA umbrella, we offer access to research 
of great value to actuaries tackling complex 
global issues 

Grounding in all areas of 
practice, creating well-rounded 
actuaries with exposure across 
multiple disciplines

With coverage of global topics and exposure to all  
areas of actuarial practice, our education is  
comprehensive, and our approach is rigorous.

Built by seasoned experts with deep property-casualty 
expertise, our General Insurance track features industry-
leading textbooks and up-to-date information and 
methodologies—preparing actuaries for the challenges 
of a fast-changing world. 
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Actuarial practice requires more than theoretical understanding.  
It takes hands-on experience. That’s why we made our e-learning  
modules a core component of our Fellowship education. 

Applications of Statistical  
Techniques e-Learning Module
Part of the General Insurance track to Fellowship

• Introduces candidates to modeling tools and software that  
serve as a foundation for future study and application of 
predictive analytics 

• Teaches candidates how to build a generalized linear model  
(GLM) and other analytic techniques such as cluster analysis

• Uses the R statistical programming environment and real  
data sets, so candidates can apply critical thinking to solve 
problems—similar to those they’ll encounter in their careers

HOW
Candidates acquire and 
apply knowledge at their 
own pace—anytime 
within a one-year period—
completing readings and 
analytical activities to 
test their understanding 
of material covered, and 
receiving model solutions 
after completion of exercises.

WHY
E-learning modules 
empower candidates 
to work with the tools 
and techniques they’ll 
encounter in the real-world 
work environment—helping 
them develop the critical 
thinking and skills required 
to solve the complex 
challenges of risk.

WHAT
Exclusive to the SOA, 
e-learning modules 
are self-guided courses 
with readings, thought-
provoking questions, 
exercises, model solutions 
and case studies that 
provide in-depth and 
hands-on experiences.



PREDICTIVE ANALYTICS 
Cultivating the skills employers demand
Actuaries with the ability to use predictive analytics to manage risk are increasingly sought after 
by companies across a wide range of industries and around the globe. At the SOA, we’re working 
to provide actuaries and their employers with the knowledge and skills they need to tackle the 
growing challenges of the field—advancing predictive analytics education through exceptional 
curriculum and professional development programs for our candidates and members. 

A NEW MODEL FOR PREDICTIVE ANALYTICS EDUCATION
The ASA curriculum now includes two new proctored exams—one on basic methods and one 
on their applications. Featuring Prometric’s innovative computer-based testing platform, the 
predictive analytics assessment asks questions that more closely reflect real work situations. 
• Candidates receive a data set and realistic business problem, and are required to prepare a 

report that presents and supports their solution
• Approach allows the SOA to better assess a candidate’s ability to use predictive analytics 

skills to solve real-world challenges

PREDICTIVE ANALYTICS CERTIFICATE PROGRAM
An immersive, hands-on, five-month-long program that prepares actuaries for the complexities 
of this field.

PREDICTIVE ANALYTICS & FUTURISM SECTION
The SOA predictive analytics member community has seen incredible growth—recently 
doubling in size—allowing us to provide a wealth of information on the topic through: 
• Webinars on exciting topics
• SOA meeting sessions
• Semi-annual newsletters featuring interesting articles
• Podcasts on predictive analytics
• Member-only LinkedIn discussion group

PREDICTIVE ANALYTICS KNOWLEDGE SHARING
Webcasts, podcasts, seminars and an annual symposium, all dedicated to further educating 
and enriching members on the latest predictive analytics information.

PREDICTIVE ANALYTICS RESEARCH & ESSAYS
Endeavoring to answer some of the biggest questions of risk, the SOA and its members apply 
predictive analytics techniques to research projects and essays. The results provide examples 
and resources for actuaries, helping them become better problem solvers.



A GLOBAL NETWORK
SOA members experience the benefits of membership in the largest—and growing—global  
community of actuaries, with more than 30,000 actuaries from different disciplines in 84 countries.

See what our fresh take on general insurance can mean 
for your business at SOA.org/fresh

Asia
+86-10-6580-0686
Monday through Friday 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. GMT/UTC +08:00
SOA.org/Asia | asiacustomerservice@SOA.org

North America
+1-847-706-3500 | Toll-Free: 888-697-3900 
Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. U.S. Central Time
SOA.org | customerservice@SOA.org

RECOGNITION
SOA credentials are recognized and respected the world over.

SUPPORT
A wealth of support resources connect SOA members with the wider 
actuarial community: 

• SOA Explorer networking tool
• SOA Facebook page
• Candidate Connect events and eNewsletter
• A wealth of exam and career resources for candidates and members

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
A wide array of continuing education opportunities in all specialty areas, 
including predictive analytics professional development programs that 
help actuaries tackle the business challenges of today and tomorrow: 

• Predictive analytics certificate program
• Predictive analytics seminars in North America and Asia
• Webcasts, podcasts, an annual symposium on predictive analytics

and more

OPPORTUNITY
Rich leadership and volunteer experiences empower members to impact 
the actuarial and business community, and the world at large: 

• Shape curriculum
• Perform candidate outreach
• Contribute to the development of thought leadership and research
• Make an impact on the future of the profession

https://www.soa.org/general-ins/?utm_source=g-i-track&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=fresh%20%3Chttps://soa.org/general-ins/?utm_source=g-i-track&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=fresh%3E
https://www.soa.org/Asia/
mailto:asiacustomerservice%40SOA.org?subject=
https://www.soa.org/Member/
mailto:customerservice%40SOA.org?subject=



